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SIKA India Pvt Ltd
Authority for Advance Ruling — West Bengal

01/WBAAR/2018-19 Dated 09.04.2018

Q Questions Before the Authority

What is the proper HSN classification and applicable tax rate for the manufactured product SIKA Block Joining

Mortar?

F Facts

The Applicant manufactures 'SIKA Block Joining Mortar', a ready-to-use grey cement-based water-resistant

mortar modified with polymers used for fixing AAC blocks and fly ash bricks. Supplied in powdered form in 30 kg

bags, it is mixed with water to form a pasty compound before application with a trowel. The Applicant claimed

classification under HSN 3824 50 90, whereas under Central Excise it was previously classified under HSN 3214

90 10.

H Ruling

Classification of SIKA Block Joining
Mortar

Tariff item 3214 90 90,
taxable under Serial
No. 24 of Schedule IV

The Authority ruled that 'SIKA Block Joining Mortar' is to be classified under tariff item 3214 90 90 of the

Customs Tariff Act, 1975. Accordingly, it is taxable under serial no. 24 of Schedule IV vide Notification No.

01/2017-Central Tax (Rate) dated 28/06/2017.

R Reasoning

The Authority referred to the Explanatory Notes to the Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System

(WCO) to interpret Heading 3214, which covers powdered preparations made pasty at the time of use to bond or

join components together. Since 'SIKA Block Joining Mortar' satisfies the general characteristics of Heading 3214

but is not a non-refractory surfacing preparation under 3214 90 10, it falls under the residual entry 3214 90 90.

Heading 3824 applies only to chemical products 'not elsewhere specified or included', and since the product is

explicitly covered under Heading 3214, Heading 3824 cannot be invoked.

P Provisions Relied On

Section 97(2)(a) of the CGST Act, 2017 Section 97(2)(e) of the CGST Act, 2017

Heading 3214 of the Customs Tariff Act, 1975 Heading 3824 of the Customs Tariff Act, 1975Pat
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Notification No. 01/2017-Central Tax (Rate) dated 28/06/2017

Notification No. 1125-FT dated 28/06/2017

! For the Practitioner

This ruling establishes that polymer-modified block joining mortars fall under residual tariff item 3214 90 90
rather than the general residual chemical heading 3824. Practitioners should note that HSN 3824 cannot be

claimed as a fallback when a product satisfies the general characteristics of preparations described under

Heading 3214.

Source
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