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M/s. Gopi Damodaran

Authority for Advance Ruling — Tamil Nadu

Advance Ruling No. 62/ARA/2025 Dated 17.12.2025

Q Questions Before the Authority

= Whether the hostel and residential accommodation extended to the students and working persons by the
Applicant's prospective tenant can be considered as Residential Dwelling and is eligible for exemption under
Entry 12 of Exemption Notification No. 12/2017-Central Tax (Rate) dated 28.06.2017 and under the identical
Notification under the TNGST Act, 2017 and also under Entry 13 of Exemption Notification
N0.9/2017-Integrated Tax-Rate dated 28.06.2017 for the period of 01.07.2017 to 11.07.2024?

= Whether the hostel facility extended to students by the Applicant's tenant falls under Entry 12A inserted vide
Notification No. 4/2024-Central Tax (Rate) dated 12.07.2024 with effect from 12.07.2024 as the conditions laid
down in the Entry has been fulfilled?

= Whether the Applicant's Prospective tenant running a residential hostel be eligible for exemption under Sl. No.
12A inserted vide Notification No. 4/2024-Central Tax (Rate) dated 12.07.2024 with effect from 12.07.2024
would at all be required to take registration under the GST Enactments by virtue of the Exemption Notifications
as afore mentioned and also under the provisions of Section 23 of the CGST/TNGST Act, 20177

= Whether, in the event of the hostel accommodation being an exempt activity, whether the incidental activity of
supply of in-house food to the inmates of the hostel would also be exempt being in the nature of a composite
exempt supply?

= Whether the judgement of the Division Bench of the Hon'ble Karnataka High Court in the case of Taghar
Vasudeva Ambrish Vs. Appellate Authority for Advanced Ruling, Karnataka reported in Manu/KA/0327/2022, is
applicable to the facts of the applicant?

= Whether the judgement of the Hon'ble Madras High Court in the case of Thai Mookambika Hostel v. The Union
of India reported in [2024] 160 taxmann.com 667 (Madras), is applicable to the facts of the applicant?

F Facts

The applicant is a proprietary concern that owns a residential property in Coimbatore. They intended to lease this
property to a tenant who would operate it as a hostel for students and working persons. The applicant sought an
advance ruling on the taxability and registration requirements for this proposed hostel activity.

H Ruling

The Authority did not rule on the merits of the questions presented. The applicant submitted a letter dated
14.11.2025 requesting to withdraw the application because they decided to rent the building to a tenant not
engaged in the business of providing hostel services. Consequently, the application was disposed of as
withdrawn.
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R Reasoning

The Authority noted that the applicant formally requested to withdraw their application for an advance ruling.
Under the relevant procedures, the Authority accepted this request. Therefore, the application was disposed of
without addressing the merits of the legal questions or the applicability of the cited notifications and case laws.

P | Provisions Relied On

Section 98(4) of the CGST Act, 2017 Section 98(4) of the TNGST Act, 2017

I For the Practitioner

This ruling provides no guidance on the taxability of hostel services or the applicability of recent notifications. It
serves only as a procedural record of the withdrawal of the application by the applicant. Practitioners should
not rely on this document for any substantive legal interpretation.

Source

Summary prepared from the published order, which is a scanned document. It is a reading aid and not the authority: where the
two differ, the order governs. Verify every provision against the original before relying on it.

Original order: www.gstcouncil.gov.in _-> 4-gopi_damodaran_aar_order-1.pdf
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